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_s_mm,_OZ AND OPERATING STATUTE

Public Defender is to ensure equal access to
justice for the State's indigent and to provide
appellate representation to indigent clients.

Statute: The agency operates under Title 47
the _,/\_o:ﬁm:m Public Defender Act.
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MANAGEMENT

The agency is supervised by the Montana
Public Defender Commission (an 11-member
committee appointed by the Governor).

Daily operations are managed by the Chief
Public Defender. The Chief manages the
central services functions, 11 Regional
Deputy Public Defenders, m:a the Chief
>Eum__m$ Defender.




welibolid lepusjeq siejjoddy ay| 2
welbold Jepusja a1gnd 8yl ‘i
'swelboid om) sey Aousbe ay |

SINVHO0¥™d




PUBLIC DEFENDER PROGRAM

The Public Defender Program provides defense
services to individuals that qualify under Title 47
Including:

e Persons determined to be indigent

e Respondents in proceedings for involuntary
commitment

e Persons who are the subject of a petition for the
appointment of a guardian

e Youths in youth court
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PUBLIC DEFENDER PROGRAM

The program has 184.50 authorized FTE and
uses over 225 contract attorneys, f

iInvestigators, and mental health
consultants.
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FUNDING - PUBLIC DEFENDER PROGRAM

FYO7 FY08 FY09 FY10 FY11
Payroll  $9.5 $10.6 $11.2 $11.1 $11.0
Opexp 9.2 93 81 83 82
Totals $18.7 $18.7 $19.3 $19.4 $19.2

FTE 184.50 184.50 184.50 191.50 191.50

Dollar amounts in millions
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- AGENCY LEGISLATION - 2009 SESSION

Senate Bill 45 to “clean up” original legislation
Senator Dan McGee — Sponsor

Short Title: Certain evidence to be disclosed to

an indigent criminal defendant without cost
to the defendant.
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